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"Varvara screamed out What have they done to
you?

"The Inspector, scenting the truth, began to ask
questions, and I felt in my heart that something very
bad had happened.

"I put Varia off on to the Inspector, and I tried to
get the truth out of Maxim quietly. 'What has hap-
pened?'

" The first thing you must do/ he whispered, cis
to lie in wait for Jaakov and Michael and tell them
that they are to say that they parted from me at Yam-
ski Street and went to Pokrovski Street, while I turned
off at Pryadilni Lane. Don't mix it up now, or we
shall have trouble with the police/

"I went to grandfather and said: cGo and talk to
the Inspector while I go and wait for our sons to tell
them what evil has befallen us/

"He dressed himself, all of a tremble, muttering:
'I knew how it would be! This is what I expected.'

"All lies! He knew nothing of the kind. Well, I
met my children with my hands before my face. Fear
sobered Mischka at once, and Jaashenka, the dear boy,
let the cat out of the bag by babbling: CI don't know
anything about it. It is all Michael's doing. He is
the eldest/

"However, we made it all right with the Inspector.
He was a very nice gentleman. 'Oh,' he says, *but      $#$''
